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Produktion/Anreicherung/Standardisierung von Daten, um Zugänglichkeit 

von Sammlungen, Nachvollziehbarkeit der Daten und deren 

Vergleichbarkeit zu erhöhen



Datenbearbeitung in der Provenienzforschung zu
kolonialen Sammlungen

Locating Namibian Cultural Heritage-Projekt, 

Deutsches Zentrum Kulturgutverluste, 2020–2024:

▪ Das WP umfasst 39 Sammlungsprofile, von denen 

31 auf der Analyse der aufbereiteten 

Datenbankauszügen basieren 

▪ Bereitstellung der Datengrundlage über SeaTable-

Tabelle für Partnerinstitutionen

▪ Anstoß und Sprungbrett für gezieltere und 

vertiefende, institutionenübergreifende 

Forschungen in Namibia und in Deutschland

▪ DOI: 10.25360/01-2024-00002

https://doi.org/10.25360/01-2024-00002
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Wie sind wir dahin gekommen? 



1. Arbeitsschritt: Daten vergleichbar machen und einheitlich 

aufbereiten

▪ Zusammenführung der Daten 

▪ Erhöhung von Zugänglichkeit, Durchsuchbarkeit und 

Auswertbarkeit

Ein Hauptanliegen war es, einen Weg zu finden, die Daten zu 

standardisieren, ohne die Originaldaten zu verändern. 

▪ Um ihren Quellencharakter nicht zu verfälschen, wurden die 

Originaldaten als „Zitate“ behandelt und durch Spalten mit 

standardisierten, strukturierten Informationen ergänzt.

➢ Eine Verifizierung oder 

Falsifizierung der 

Angaben der Museen 

war nicht Teil des 

Projekts.

Datenbeschaffung & -bearbeitung



Die fertige Tabelle enthält 28 Spalten mit ca. 17.500 Inventareinträgen:

▪ 12 Spalten mit Originaldaten und 16 Spalten mit zusätzlichen und/oder 

standardisierten Daten in 5 thematischen Clustern:

Datenbeschaffung & -bearbeitung

Original data: inventory number

Mapping: object type Local name

Original data: title Original data: materials / techniques

Object still physically present? Holding institution Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance (state) Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance 

(city/village/area/kingdom)

Mapping: ascribed cultural provenance 

(broad)

Mapping: ascribed cultural 

provenance (narrow)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (II)

Original data: accession by the museum Original data: appropriation in 

Namibia (or neighboring countries) Mapping: historical period (broad) Mapping: historical period (narrow)

Original data: previous holders

Standardisation: previous holders

Original data: further persons involved 

Standardisation: further persons involved

Original data: related archival materials Original data: bundle / lot number

Additional information provided by the holding institution Image available at the holding 

institution?

Photo credit line Date of data delivery Website

Object inventory number, as 

provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project and maps the 

German object title as provided in the column "Original 

data: title" to object types commonly used in English-

speaking collection management systems. 

This column has been added by the 

project and presents the local 

object name, if provided in the 

column "Original data: object title".

Please note: at this stage, no 

verification of this information has 

taken place

Object title, as provided by the 

holding institution.

Information on materials and/or 

production techniques, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column indicates whether or not the 

object is still physically present in the 

respective institution. "N/A" means that 

this information is not available.

This column contains the name of the 

institution where the object is currently 

housed.

This column has been added by the project and presents 

the name(s) of the contemporary nation state(s) with 

which the object can be associated. The information is 

based on the provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the project and 

presents the name(s) of specific locations 

(villages, towns, landscapes, or landmarks, 

kingdoms etc.). The information is based on the 

provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed 

geographical and cultural provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Historical spelling has been replaced by current 

spelling wherever possible.

This column has been added by the project 

and presents the name(s) of the broader 

cultural group(s) to which the object has 

been ascribed in the provenance data 

provided by the holding institution (see 

"Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the 

project and narrows down the cultural 

group(s) to which the object is ascribed in 

the provenance information provided by 

the holding institution (see "Original data: 

ascribed geographical and cultural 

provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Information on when the object entered the 

collection, as provided by the holding 

institution.

Information on when the object has been 

appropriated in Namibia (or neighbouring 

countries), as provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project 

and subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. The column 

aims for a broad categorisation, the 

following column for a more detailed one.

This column has been added by the project 

and  subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. While the 

previous column aims for a broad 

categorisation, this column instead narrows 

accession dates to more specific time periods.

Information on the object's previous holder(s), as provided 

by the holding institution. This column may contain not 

only the individual who delivered the object to the holding 

institution, but also the individual who appropriated it in 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries); in some cases the two 

may even be identical - however, collection management 

systems do not always clarify this.

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: previous holder(s)": last 

name, first name.

Information on (further) persons involved in 

creating the object, taking possession of it 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries) or 

handing it over to the holding institution as 

provided by the latter

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: further persons involved”: last 

name, first name.

Information on whether archival material relating to the object is 

available at the holding institution.

The bundle or lot number associated 

with the object, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column contains additional information provided by the holding institution, 

either as part of the data delivered to the project, or communicated otherwise.

This column indicates whether or not 

an image (e.g. photo or drawing) of 

the object is available at the holding 

institution. "N/A" means that this 

information is not available.

Please note: this information is 

mostly based on the first data delivery 

which took place in 2020/2021 and 

may be outdated. 

This column contains the credit line 

for the object photograph used in the 

SeaTable version of this sheet.

This column contains the date 

(year/month) of the last data 

delivery by the holding 

institution.

This column contains the date (year/month) of the last 

data delivery by the holding institution.

Previous holders Additional informationObject information Ascribed geographical and cultural provenance Temporal information

Cluster I – Objektinformation



Die fertige Tabelle enthält 28 Spalten mit ca. 17.500 Inventareinträgen:

▪ 12 Spalten mit Originaldaten und 16 Spalten mit zusätzlichen und/oder 

standardisierten Daten in 5 thematischen Clustern:

Datenbeschaffung & -bearbeitung

Original data: inventory number

Mapping: object type Local name

Original data: title Original data: materials / techniques

Object still physically present? Holding institution Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance (state) Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance 

(city/village/area/kingdom)

Mapping: ascribed cultural provenance 

(broad)

Mapping: ascribed cultural 

provenance (narrow)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (II)

Original data: accession by the museum Original data: appropriation in 

Namibia (or neighboring countries) Mapping: historical period (broad) Mapping: historical period (narrow)

Original data: previous holders

Standardisation: previous holders

Original data: further persons involved 

Standardisation: further persons involved

Original data: related archival materials Original data: bundle / lot number

Additional information provided by the holding institution Image available at the holding 

institution?

Photo credit line Date of data delivery Website

Object inventory number, as 

provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project and maps the 

German object title as provided in the column "Original 

data: title" to object types commonly used in English-

speaking collection management systems. 

This column has been added by the 

project and presents the local 

object name, if provided in the 

column "Original data: object title".

Please note: at this stage, no 

verification of this information has 

taken place

Object title, as provided by the 

holding institution.

Information on materials and/or 

production techniques, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column indicates whether or not the 

object is still physically present in the 

respective institution. "N/A" means that 

this information is not available.

This column contains the name of the 

institution where the object is currently 

housed.

This column has been added by the project and presents 

the name(s) of the contemporary nation state(s) with 

which the object can be associated. The information is 

based on the provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the project and 

presents the name(s) of specific locations 

(villages, towns, landscapes, or landmarks, 

kingdoms etc.). The information is based on the 

provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed 

geographical and cultural provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Historical spelling has been replaced by current 

spelling wherever possible.

This column has been added by the project 

and presents the name(s) of the broader 

cultural group(s) to which the object has 

been ascribed in the provenance data 

provided by the holding institution (see 

"Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the 

project and narrows down the cultural 

group(s) to which the object is ascribed in 

the provenance information provided by 

the holding institution (see "Original data: 

ascribed geographical and cultural 

provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Information on when the object entered the 

collection, as provided by the holding 

institution.

Information on when the object has been 

appropriated in Namibia (or neighbouring 

countries), as provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project 

and subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. The column 

aims for a broad categorisation, the 

following column for a more detailed one.

This column has been added by the project 

and  subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. While the 

previous column aims for a broad 

categorisation, this column instead narrows 

accession dates to more specific time periods.

Information on the object's previous holder(s), as provided 

by the holding institution. This column may contain not 

only the individual who delivered the object to the holding 

institution, but also the individual who appropriated it in 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries); in some cases the two 

may even be identical - however, collection management 

systems do not always clarify this.

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: previous holder(s)": last 

name, first name.

Information on (further) persons involved in 

creating the object, taking possession of it 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries) or 

handing it over to the holding institution as 

provided by the latter

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: further persons involved”: last 

name, first name.

Information on whether archival material relating to the object is 

available at the holding institution.

The bundle or lot number associated 

with the object, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column contains additional information provided by the holding institution, 

either as part of the data delivered to the project, or communicated otherwise.

This column indicates whether or not 

an image (e.g. photo or drawing) of 

the object is available at the holding 

institution. "N/A" means that this 

information is not available.

Please note: this information is 

mostly based on the first data delivery 

which took place in 2020/2021 and 

may be outdated. 

This column contains the credit line 

for the object photograph used in the 

SeaTable version of this sheet.

This column contains the date 

(year/month) of the last data 

delivery by the holding 

institution.

This column contains the date (year/month) of the last 

data delivery by the holding institution.

Previous holders Additional informationObject information Ascribed geographical and cultural provenance Temporal informationOriginal data: inventory number

Mapping: object type Local name

Original data: title Original data: materials / techniques

Object still physically present? Holding institution Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance (state) Mapping: ascribed geographical provenance 

(city/village/area/kingdom)

Mapping: ascribed cultural provenance 

(broad)

Mapping: ascribed cultural 

provenance (narrow)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I)

Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (II)

Original data: accession by the museum Original data: appropriation in 

Namibia (or neighboring countries) Mapping: historical period (broad) Mapping: historical period (narrow)

Original data: previous holders

Standardisation: previous holders

Original data: further persons involved 

Standardisation: further persons involved

Original data: related archival materials Original data: bundle / lot number

Additional information provided by the holding institution Image available at the holding 

institution?

Photo credit line Date of data delivery Website

Object inventory number, as 

provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project and maps the 

German object title as provided in the column "Original 

data: title" to object types commonly used in English-

speaking collection management systems. 

This column has been added by the 

project and presents the local 

object name, if provided in the 

column "Original data: object title".

Please note: at this stage, no 

verification of this information has 

taken place

Object title, as provided by the 

holding institution.

Information on materials and/or 

production techniques, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column indicates whether or not the 

object is still physically present in the 

respective institution. "N/A" means that 

this information is not available.

This column contains the name of the 

institution where the object is currently 

housed.

This column has been added by the project and presents 

the name(s) of the contemporary nation state(s) with 

which the object can be associated. The information is 

based on the provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the project and 

presents the name(s) of specific locations 

(villages, towns, landscapes, or landmarks, 

kingdoms etc.). The information is based on the 

provenance data provided by the holding 

institution (see "Original data: ascribed 

geographical and cultural provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Historical spelling has been replaced by current 

spelling wherever possible.

This column has been added by the project 

and presents the name(s) of the broader 

cultural group(s) to which the object has 

been ascribed in the provenance data 

provided by the holding institution (see 

"Original data: ascribed geographical and 

cultural provenance (I) & (II)").

This column has been added by the 

project and narrows down the cultural 

group(s) to which the object is ascribed in 

the provenance information provided by 

the holding institution (see "Original data: 

ascribed geographical and cultural 

provenance (I) & (II)"). 

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Geographical and cultural provenance ascribed to 

the object as provided by the holding institution.

Information on when the object entered the 

collection, as provided by the holding 

institution.

Information on when the object has been 

appropriated in Namibia (or neighbouring 

countries), as provided by the holding 

institution.

This column has been added by the project 

and subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. The column 

aims for a broad categorisation, the 

following column for a more detailed one.

This column has been added by the project 

and  subsumes the object's accession date 

provided in the  the column "Original data: 

accession by the museum" under specific 

periods of Namibian history. While the 

previous column aims for a broad 

categorisation, this column instead narrows 

accession dates to more specific time periods.

Information on the object's previous holder(s), as provided 

by the holding institution. This column may contain not 

only the individual who delivered the object to the holding 

institution, but also the individual who appropriated it in 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries); in some cases the two 

may even be identical - however, collection management 

systems do not always clarify this.

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: previous holder(s)": last 

name, first name.

Information on (further) persons involved in 

creating the object, taking possession of it 

Namibia (or neighbouring countries) or 

handing it over to the holding institution as 

provided by the latter

This column has been added by the project and 

standardises the personal name(s) provided in the 

column "Original data: further persons involved”: last 

name, first name.

Information on whether archival material relating to the object is 

available at the holding institution.

The bundle or lot number associated 

with the object, as provided by the 

holding institution.

This column contains additional information provided by the holding institution, 

either as part of the data delivered to the project, or communicated otherwise.

This column indicates whether or not 

an image (e.g. photo or drawing) of 

the object is available at the holding 

institution. "N/A" means that this 

information is not available.

Please note: this information is 

mostly based on the first data delivery 

which took place in 2020/2021 and 

may be outdated. 

This column contains the credit line 

for the object photograph used in the 

SeaTable version of this sheet.

This column contains the date 

(year/month) of the last data 

delivery by the holding 

institution.

This column contains the date (year/month) of the last 

data delivery by the holding institution.

Previous holders Additional informationObject information Ascribed geographical and cultural provenance Temporal information

Cluster I – Objektinformation

Cluster II – Zugeschriebene geografische & kulturelle Provenienz







Schlussbemerkungen

Datenbearbeitung in der Provenienzforschung zu kolonialen Sammlungen 

ist immer auch Grundlagenarbeit

▪ Auseinandersetzung mit kolonialen Wissensstrukturen

▪ Ausgangspunkt für zukünftige Forschungen

Besondere Herausforderung ist es, einen Umgang mit heterogen, historisch 

gewachsenen Datenbeständen zu finden, der sie aktualisiert ohne ihren 

Charakter als Quelle zu verfälschen

-> Daten sind schwammiger/unschärfer als es vielleicht auf den ersten 

Blick erscheinen mag. <-


	Slide 1: Digitale Grundlagen: Datenbearbeitung in der Provenienzforschung zu kolonialen Sammlungen
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

